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C/O SCSBCC, 1717 Gervais Street, Columbia, SC  29201 

 
 
September 27, 2015 
 
Mr. Rusty Nealis 
Program Manager 
FAA Atlanta Airports District Office 
Southern Region Headquarters 
1701 Columbia Avenue, Suite 220 
College Park, GA 30337 
 
Re:  Beaufort  County  Airport  on  Lady’s  Island,  SC 
 
Dear Mr. Nealis, 
 
Concerned citizens, small businesses, elected officials, and municipal staff in the City of 
Beaufort and Town of Port Royal, South Carolina, have formed the Beaufort\Port Royal Sea 
Level  Rise  Task  Force  to  address  the  area’s  vulnerability  to  sea  level  rise  and  to  identify  
adaptation strategies that increase resilience to future impacts caused by rising seas. Aided with 
scientific and technical expertise from the Carolinas Integrated Sciences and Assessments 
program at the University of South Carolina, this Task Force has identified eight areas of 
concern that are particularly vulnerable to sea level rise and is working with public works staff 
and neighborhood associations to address impacts on public property, critical infrastructure, and 
the safety and well-being of citizens under different scenarios of sea level rise. 
 
One of the eight areas of concern identified by the Task Force was the Beaufort County Airport 
on  Lady’s Island, SC.   The Task Force met with Jon Rembold, Beaufort County Airports 
Director in August 2015 to learn about planned safety and long-term  improvements  to  the  Lady’s  
Island airport and to discuss if future flood risks linked to sea level rise and storm surged 
amplified by climate change are being considered in these projects. We understand that there are 
several future safety improvements at the Beaufort County Airport and that those will be 
developed in cooperation with the FAA, but as of right now the proposed improvements do not 
consider vulnerabilities to sea level rise in the design.  
 
Because of its low elevation the Task Force ranks the airport as one of the most vulnerable areas 
in the Beaufort-Port Royal area.  With 2 feet of sea level rise, the runway becomes vulnerable to 
inundation.  In  fact,  this  is  already  occurring  during  extreme  high  tides  (known  as  “King  tides”),  
which are often 1-2ft above the average high tide mark. At 3 ft of sea level rise, the southwestern 
portion of the property would likely be inundated leaving no access to the runway and several 
hangars would be vulnerable to flooding.  
 
The Task Force believes that there is ample opportunity for the airport to increase its resilience to 
sea level rise during these improvement projects. Options include raising the elevation of the 



runway and taxiway when repaving or extending, improving water drainage infrastructure, and 
evaluating the location and access to hangars.  
 
The Task Force asks that the FAA require the design of the new improvements to the Beaufort 
County Airport to address the impacts of future sea level rise. Recent federal policy that led to 
the creation of the 2012 and 2014 DOT Climate Adaptation Plans provide rationale for action by 
the FAA to require its future grantees, such as the Beaufort County Airports Board, to consider 
future flooding caused by sea level rise on planned airport improvement projects. This would 
ensure  that  the  FAA’s  investments  would  have  a  much  longer  lifespan  by  making  the  airport  
more resilient to future flooding.   
 
Sincerely, 

 
Chris Marsh, PhD. 
Co-Chair 
Beaufort/Port Royal Sea Level Rise Task Force 
 
 
 
cc  Jon Rembold 
      Airports Director 
      Beaufort County Airport 


