
Cities of Beaufort/Port Royal Community-Based Sea Level Rise Task Force 

July Meeting Notes  

July 9, 2015 

3:00 – 5:00 PM 

Beaufort City Hall 

 

Attendance: 

 

 

Introduction by Chris Marsh and meeting agenda: 

1. Discussion of areas of concern in Beaufort with Lamar Taylor from Beaufort Public Works 

2. Action items and direction of task force moving forward 

 

1. Beaufort areas of concern discussion (PowerPoint with slides from meeting attached) 

 Historic District (close up images- first set of slides in PPT) 

o Lamar mentioned some mitigation efforts that have occurred at Point Pond. The 

flood gate there was designed for a certain level of water and acts as a control 

structure to manage the pond.   Sam will check with Lamar to get details about how 

the flood gate works and details about elevation at this location. 

o The area impacted by sea level rise in Historic District increases from minor 

flooding to more severe flooding when potential sea level rise increases from 2ft to 

3ft. Main areas impacted include the residential homes in The Point and around 

Federal Street Pond. Historic maps of Beaufort show that many of these areas match 

places that were filled in for development.  

o Lamar has a map of the outfall pipes in Beaufort, but these are not digitized.  

o Possible recommendations: 
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 If Federal Street flood gate and height of the street are sufficient to protect 

the Historic District from a 3 foot sea level rise, then focus could be on 

building a continuous line of bulkheads on private waterfront properties 

from approximately King to the north to the Freedom Street flood gate. 

 Neighborhood groups in this area, such the one for The Point Homeowners 

Association, might be willing to take actions if they are knowledgeable about 

potential risks.  

 A possible future project either for a grant application or for interested high 

school or college students would be to find the GPS location and elevation at 

each outfall pipe location.  

 Water’s Edge subdivision is very low and residential – houses in this area are elevated, 

which seems to be the best strategy.  

o Possible recommendations: 

 Elevating homes as need to accommodate increased flooding that might 

result from sea level rise. 

 Downtown Beaufort (focused more on business district/Waterfront park) 

o Lamar said he would find the elevation of the sea wall at the Waterfront Park 

o Waterfront Park has significant storm water outfalls that need to be studied.  Those 

from the downtown area empty into the area under Waterfront Park that is 

supported by pilings. 

o Suggestions for getting funding for this area to maintain the sea wall or for other 

resilience efforts might include mentioning the connection of the Intracoastal 

Waterway. 

o Possible recommendations 

 Build the park up to the street level.  Part of the park is on a platform on 

pilings that extend about 36ft horizontally. In 2006, the City refurbished 

these pilings.  Continued fortification of the pilings and platform would be 

necessary (not tearing down and rebuilding since this would probably never 

receive necessary permits.) 

 Determine the current height of the sea wall and whether increasing its 

height would provide more protection 

 Allow the park to be reclaimed by the water 

 Beaufort County Airport 

o Dan, who is on the Beaufort County Airports Board committee, mentioned that the 

Airport has to design and build safety areas for the runway to meet Federal Aviation 

Administration (FAA) safety standards. As they plan for the future of the Airport and 

how to build these safety areas, this also presents an opportunity to incorporate sea 

level rise their planning priorities. Right now, they are receiving federal funds to 

complete this project and working with Wal-Mart. 

o Possible recommendations: 

 Work with Airport to incorporate future sea level rise impacts to design and 

planning updates at the Airport. 



 Potential impacts to Highway 21 in this area also connect back to storm 

surge and emergency management concerns for evacuation and response 

during storm events, which leads to possible discussion about elevating 

Highway 21. This requires collaboration with SCDOT. 

 Considering living shorelines and potential areas for wetland mitigation 

from the work at the Airport that could benefit other areas in the County. 

 Might be good to have conversation with local environmental 

groups, such as the Beaufort County Open Land Trust about areas for 

wetland mitigation that would benefit from this work. Or even 

consider establishing a mitigation bank. A possible area of 

conservation is the Coosawhatchie River basin. 

o Dan will work on scheduling the August SLR task force meeting at the Airport so we 

can see the sight and speak with the Airport Manager.   

 Mossy Oaks/Southside Park  

o Spanish Moss Trail ranges 10-17ft in elevation and offers a natural buffer to entire 

area except one small neighborhood which lies between the tracks and the water.  

o Possible recommendations: 

 Flood gates under the Spanish Moss Trail “trestles” (like at Freedom Street 

Pond) would be needed to control rising sea access while maintaining the 

pond level landward of the trestle.    

 Multiple neighborhoods in this area should be reached through once a 

month neighborhoods’ meeting in September at Beaufort City Hall.  

 

2. Possible next steps and action items 

 Right now the task force will focus on recommendations for City of Beaufort. Since the main 

area of concern in Port Royal is the Port area, the task force will start considering this area 

once the sale of the port has been finalized.  

o The discussion for Port Royal might also focus more on opportunities for smart 

growth rather than infrastructure challenges. Chris gave example of Marin County in 

California along the coast that had elevated development above the water 

 Moving forward, though, Chris highlighted three areas the task force can work towards: 

o Building collaboration among the municipalities so that more regional 

considerations can be made and also increase competitiveness for future funding 

opportunities. 

 Mayor suggested presenting at the monthly Mayor’s meeting where they 

discuss issues. This might be a way to work more with Hilton Head and 

Bluffton.  

o  Look for opportunities to get more detailed tide study of the Port Royal Sound and 

how this varies from the current tide gauge measurements at the nearest one in Ft. 

Pulaski, GA.  

 Understanding the variation in local tide, which has shown to be an 

important factor in other areas as well such as the Chesapeake Bay area, is 

very important to better understanding how local flooding and sea level rise 



might occur in Beaufort and Port Royal. Right now, sea level rise models are 

bathtub models and do not necessarily consider local fluctuations in tide and 

wind currents.  

o Working with Neighborhood Associations 

 Mayor suggested that the task force present at a future Neighborhood 

meeting where the City meets with Neighborhood Association leaders and 

briefs them on City plans and they brief the City on local concerns and 

issues.  A presentation here might lead to invitations from Neighborhood 

Associations to come to their meetings and present to local residents.  

 Action items moving forward: 

o Dan will contact Beaufort County Airport Commission to find a good time for the 

committee to meet onsite 

o Liz will check schedule of king high tides and send them to Dan in case we could also 

coincide this meeting with an exceptional high tide 

o Liz will check on cost for USGS to install and monitor a tide gage for 6 months and 

see if price is reduced if they run 4-6 at the same time; she will also ask USGS where 

other local governments get funding to pay them. 

o Frank will contact Mayor Billy to find out the date of the September citizens meeting 

o Assemble the program to give at the August meeting at the airport 

o Mayor Billy will let team know when next “Mayor’s meeting” is  

Next meeting date – TBD, but will most likely be scheduled in August at the Airport. September’s 

meeting will most likely focus on preparing for the Neighborhood Association-City meeting.  


