
Cities of Beaufort/Port Royal Community-Based Sea Level Rise Task Force 

6th Organizational Meeting Notes and  

June 4, 2015 

3:00 – 5:00 PM 

 

Attendance: 

 

 

Introduction by Chris Marsh and meeting agenda: 

1. Feedback from the two council meetings – what did we learn? 

2. NOAA Regional Resilience Grant overview 

a. Role of committee in terms of grants 

b. Overview of the kind of information needed to apply for grants and what local 

commitment is needed from municipalities 

3. Discussion on  changing “hot spot” terminology 

4. Historic Beaufort focus area discussion – seems to get most attention 

 

1. Recap from City and Town Council Meetings in May 

 Takeaways from Council Meetings 

o Council is interested in hearing from the group after they get or find money.  

o Taskforce in charge of taking lead and looking for more information to present to 

Council 

 Discussion of role of website 

o Chris suggested using the website as a way to strategically update Council Members 

– when updated with a specific article, we should send them a link to the website 

o Website should be checked to see how people have visited it  

 

2.  NOAA Regional Resilience Grant  

 General discussion of grant proposal 

o Liz provided some information about the NOAA Regional Resilience Grant and 

mentioned that Beaufort and Port Royal have also been included in a Regional Sea 

Grant proposal across four states. Kirstin is a lead principal investigator on this 
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grant, which will include an engagement process with the municipalities to identify 

specific vulnerabilities to sea level rise, and a very localized modeling process to 

identify specific hazards to priority areas and infrastructure.  

o The NOAA Resilience grant has more of a focus on planning and regional capacity 

building rather than getting funding for specific actions such as buying and 

installing tide gates. 

o Chris Marsh stated that if a grant were submitted to NOAA it needed to include 

Beaufort County and all the municipalities in Beaufort County to be competitive.  

 Frank mentioned that on June 8th, there would be a conference call to discuss details of the 

grant.  

o Update from 6/8 call (attendees: Frank, Sumi, Kirstin, Liz and Sam)– Frank sent an 

email to the task force about decision not to pursue the current NOAA Regional 

Resilience Grant since the proposal is due in July and much of the information for 

proposal still has to be generated.  

 Next steps for task force with regards to grants 

o Prepare for becoming competitive for future grants with a similar focus on 

resilience and adaptation 

o Determine activities to include in future grant application 

o Identify areas where they will need more expertise and who to invite to future 

meetings (e.g. engineers, someone from County) 

 

3. From “hot spots” to “areas of concern” 

 Task force members present decided to change name from “hot spot areas” to “areas of 

concern” since hot spot sounded isolating  

 

4. Discussion of Historic/Downtown Beaufort area of concern 

 Task force members used Surging Seas tool by Climate Central to visualize potential 

flooding that might occur at different levels of sea level rise in the area of concern.   

o Big changes observed between 2ft and 3ft of sea level rise. This seems to be a 

threshold based on the current projections of flooding from sea level rise. 

o Limitations – sea level rise maps are based on a bathtub model, which does not 

necessarily consider how flood gates and other protective measures or very local 

topography may influence the flow of water. Additionally, more local factors, such as 

wind patterns that influence tides in Beaufort are not considered in these sea level 

rise models.  

 Models also focus on Mean Higher High Water, which does not consider the 

highest tides, so the SLR maps might underestimate true risk, but also give a 

sense of where flooding may occur at very high tides. 

 There is recognition by the task force that tides in the Port Royal Sound area 

are very influenced by the geography/topography. The nearest tide gauge is 

at Fort Pulaski, GA, so it does not capture local data. 

http://ss2.climatecentral.org/#12/32.4312/-80.6699?show=satellite&level=5&pois=hide


 Possible next step (and funding idea) – getting tide gauges and conducting a 

USGS study to understand local tide variations and how this will change 

inundation under different sea level rise scenarios 

 Tide and flood gates 

o Federal Street tide gate in Downtown area has become an attractive amenity  

 Bob mentioned that previously a spring tide and heavy rainfall event flooded 

the entire area, which Dan suggests might have been a driver in building the 

tide gate.  

o Port Republic pipe discussion 

 Lamar (Beaufort Public Works) had suggested this outfall pipe is a very good 

candidate for a tide flap, to control backflow of water at high tides/heavy 

rainfall events 

o Need to better understand how much inundation existing tide and flood gates can 

handle.  

 Historic development and maps - could provide some insight into why some areas might 

flood in the future 

o A lot of area near the Point has been filled – previously, a creek used to go up to 

Carteret street 

o Greta suggested finding old maps to better understand these changes 

 Raising property 

o Private homes can consider option of raising to accommodate inundation, and Liz 

mentioned there is a market for raising homes and other individual options.  

o Limitation – local height ordinances limit how tall buildings can be. This requires 

working with the City and Town to find ways to modify these ordinances. Other 

communities, such as Key West, have changed existing height ordinances. Also, 

communities participating in the Community Rating System can earn points for 

requiring additional freeboard ordinances in their building codes, which can results 

in decreased flood insurance rates.  

o Possible action for task force – identifying how to change local height ordinances 

 Sea walls and marshes 

o Need to better understand state definition of sea wall  

o Dan suggested that it might be possible that berms could help with water quality 

issues by acting as a filter in addition to providing a more natural barrier to sea level 

rise 

o Existing sea walls from before the state laws restricting them exist around some of 

the homes in the Historic District. However, we still need information about how 

what elevation they are at, how water overtops these or impact these structures.  

o Kate also suggests that marshes could be a nice buffer and this area will have to 

consider how the river might move based on changes to the flood plain 

 A combination of hard structures and marsh might be a good approach 

 Private property vs recommendations for the City  

o Have to remember that City cannot control what happens on private property and 

have to make suggestions that City might be able to take 



 Field trip to Historic Beaufort Area 

o Viewed some of the old sea walls. These are mostly on private property.  

o Drove over the Federal St. tide gate. 

 Next steps for the Historic Beaufort area of concern 

o Bring in Lamar from Public Works to discuss draining pipes and specific areas. Jack 

is looking into whether he can make the next task force meeting. 

o Have maps with more detailed elevation data, and in the future, possibly more 

knowledge about how local tide patterns might alter SLR projections and change 

exposure. 

o Better understanding of sea wall limitations and state and local ordinances that 

might influence types of adaptation options the task force can recommend. 

5.  July task force meeting 

 July 9th, 2015 from 3-5pm at Beaufort City Hall First Floor Conference Room 

o Focus on finalizing recommendations for Historic Beaufort area of concern 


